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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
SENTENCE:

My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory
to your people Israel. Luke 2.30-32.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Saving God,

whose Son Jesus was presented in the temple

and was acclaimed the glory of Israel

and the light of the nations:

grant that in him we may be presented to you

and in the world may reflect his glory;

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

FIRST READING Isaiah 61:-10-62:3

A reading from the book of Isaiah

10| will greatly rejoice in the Lord , my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered
me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with
a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. ' For as the
earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it
to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations. ¢2! For Zion's sake | will not keep
silent, and for Jerusalem'’s sake | will not rest, until her vindication shines
out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2 The nations
shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be
called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3 You shall
be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in
the hand of your God.

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PsSALM 148

1 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord from heaven:
O praise him in the heights.

2 Praise him, all his angels:
O praise him, all his host.
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Praise him, sun and moon:
praise him, all you stars of light.

Praise him, you highest heaven:
and you waters that are above the heavens.

Let them praise the name of the Lord:
for he commanded and they were made.

He established them for ever and ever:
he made an ordinance which shall not pass away.

O praise the Lord from the earth:
praise him, you sea-monsters and all deeps;

Fire and hail, mist and snow:
and storm-wind fulfilling his command;

Mountains and all hills:
fruit trees and all cedars;

Beasts of the wild, and all cattle:
creeping things and winged birds;

Kings of the earth, and all peoples:
princes, and all rulers of the world;

Young men and maidens:
old folk and children together.

Let them praise the name of the Lord:
for his name alone is exalted.

His glory is above earth and heaven:
and he has lifted high the horn of his people.

15 Therefore he is the praise of all his servants:

of the children of Israel, a people that is near him. Praise the Lord.

SECOND READING Galatians 4:4-7

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, 5 in order to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. ¢ And because
you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
‘Abbal Father!’ 7 So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child

A reading from the book of Galatians

then also an heir, through God.

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluial

The seed is the word of god, Christ is the sower; all who come to him will
live forever. Allelvial

Gospel Luke 8:4-15

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according Luke
Chapter 8 commencing at verse 4.

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

4 When a great crowd gathered and people from town after town
came to him, he said in a parable: 5'A sower went out to sow his seed;
and as he sowed, some fell on the path and was trampled on, and the
birds of the air ate it up. ¢Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it
withered for lack of moisture. “Some fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew with it and choked it. 8Some fell into good soil, and when it grew,
it produced a hundredfold.” As he said this, he called out, ‘Let anyone
with ears to hear listen!” 2 Then his disciples asked him what this parable
meant. 19He said, ‘To you it has been given to know the secrets of the
kingdom of God; but to others | speak in parables, so that “looking they
may not perceive, and listening they may not understand.” 1T *‘Now the
parable is this: The seed is the word of God. ?2The ones on the path are
those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word
from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. ¥The
ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it
with joy. But these have no root; they believe only for a while and in a
time of testing fall away. 4As for what fell among the thorns, these are
the ones who hear; but as they go on their way, they are choked by
the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not
mature. 15But as for that in the good soil, these are the ones who, when
they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear
fruit with patient endurance.

The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

The Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyrighted, 1989, All rights reserved.
A Prayer Book for Australia, Copyright Broughton Publishing 1995. Reproduced with Permission.

THOSE IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS: Bill & Jill Green, Donovan, Suzanne, Leonie,
Diane, Veraq, Lyn, Ted Hil, Wendy McKeogh, Norrie Spicer, James, Jamison, lan,
Joan, Alex Platt & Margaret McDonald.

PRAYERS FOR ANIVERSARIES: Verlie Mitchell, Laurice Assef, Hazel King, & Mavis
Toms.




